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Melanie Yocom
ESSA Team Lead
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Supporting 
English Learners in 
Virtual 
Classroom



Ways Teaching 
Online Should be 
DIFFERENT 
from Teaching F2F



“Face-to-Face” 
Should be for 
Active Learning
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What Does That Look Like?1

➔ Activities should be interactive & engaging
➔ Suggestions:

◆ Model 
◆ Introduce online assignments
◆ Virtual games 
◆ Questioning and feedback tools 
◆ Structured conversation activities 



Lead4ward
Virtual Playlist



Online Learning  
Should be for 
Review, Practice & 
Evidence of 
Understanding 
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What Does That Look Like?2

➔ Brief video lectures
➔ Brief readings
➔ Content videos
➔ Independent assignments with scaffolds 

based on proficiency levels



Content Needs to 
be Simplified & 
Slowed Down
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What Does That Look Like?3

➔ Large amounts of content should not be 
covered

➔ Slower pace
➔ Big Ideas
➔ What content is essential to move to 

next grade level?
➔ What concepts can be transferred across 

the contents?
➔ Focus on tech tools that are needed in all 

classes



Instructions Should 
be Easy to Find & 
Explicit
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What Does That Look Like?4

➔ Consistent location & time frame
➔ Explicit 
➔ Provide verbally & in written form
➔ Video recording
➔ Face-to-face



Ways Teaching 
Online Should be 
the SAME



What Does That Look Like?As ESL 
Teacher

➔ Affective needs are priority
➔ Plan and deliver sheltered instruction that is:

◆ Communicated: comprehensible, accessible, 
repeated

◆ Sequenced: explicit language instruction, 
connected to prior knowledge, and mindful of 
proficiency levels

◆ Scaffolded: modeling, structured language 
support, task-based 



What Does That Look Like?Everyday
Best 
Practices

➔ Good Teaching is good teaching whether you are 
face-to-face or remote

➔ Clear, consistent communication
➔ Instructional strategies
➔ Deciding how to engage students: digital or 

non-digital activities
➔ Students have a voice and choice in learning



Suggestions: 
➔ Build community & digital 

competency
➔ Communication with parents & 

students should be predictable & 
consistent

➔ Follow the same routine each 
day/week

➔ Virtual “face-to-face” time should be 
for active learning

➔ Content should be simplified (big 
ideas) & slowed down

➔ Instructions easy to find & explicit
➔ Assignments should be bite-sized 

with multiple options to show 
understanding



Tip: 
Think through how you 

would have done it f2f 

and use the tools 

available to do it 

virtually. Make sure you 

include ways to read, write, 

speak!



Learning@11>English Learners
https://www.esc11.net/learning@11
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At-Home Learning for ELs

https://www.esc11.net/learning@11
https://www.esc11.net/learning@11
https://www.esc11.net/learning@11


20Let’s Practice English PK-12!

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xaxNWk2IohU6x0zaaKX9Nl0vuFHUwzAdY1WHgbTsoig
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xaxNWk2IohU6x0zaaKX9Nl0vuFHUwzAdY1WHgbTsoig


21Read, Talk, Write

https://docs.google.com/document/d/13WuLfp99tbzGnqRptYwzz78XIdVAII3w9h3vwUMWK6s
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13WuLfp99tbzGnqRptYwzz78XIdVAII3w9h3vwUMWK6s


22Let’s Practice English w/ Pictures

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rSNGaKA--4VhoKtHzYNExKOqbf5LJFyoGLgiIc1xhx4
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rSNGaKA--4VhoKtHzYNExKOqbf5LJFyoGLgiIc1xhx4
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How To Translate

https://docs.google.com/document/d/10-yx3ArIX9xdb5U5ss6qgMo1W85CFKtyu6WMdBynBuU
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10-yx3ArIX9xdb5U5ss6qgMo1W85CFKtyu6WMdBynBuU


English K-8, Weeks 1-8, 
written by Maria 
Montroni-Currais, NJ

https://eslathome.edublogs.org



Learning@11
https://www.esc11.net/domain/1392

https://www.esc11.net/domain/1392




Click here

https://www.smore.com/2dy13
https://www.smore.com/2dy13
https://www.smore.com/2dy13
https://www.smore.com/2dy13


Melanie 
Yocom

myocom@esc11.net

@myocomesc11

@esc11bil_esl

Join the Monthly Compliance & Instructional Newsletters! Follow 
us on Social Media or email Melanie to be added. 

➔ EL Leader Toolkit Smore
➔ Succeeding in a Diverse Classroom Smore

TEA

R11 Support

At-Home 
Support

Follow Us!

https://www.esc11.net/Page/8675
https://www.txel.org
https://www.txel.org/parents-and-families/
mailto:myocom@esc11.net

